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article as a matter of courtesy for the interviewed person
to run through before it is dispatched.
But this time the Field-Marshal mentioned several figures
which I wanted to jot down, and I found that for the first
and certainly the last time in my career I had neither pencil
nor fountain-pen on me. With considerable courtesy, Arch-
duke Joseph went into another room and fetched a pencil for
rne.
After I had thanked him at the conclusion of the inter-
view, I said, 'Your Royal Highness, now / should like to
give you a piece of information of the greatest importance.
But first of all I must ask you something which may at
present strike you as odd. I must ask for your word of
honour that you will regard what I am about to say as
strictly confidential, and that you will not disclose the source
of your information.'
Archduke Joseph regarded me with some surprise; but
since it was obvious to him that his visitor had something
of real importance to say, he replied, 'Very well. You have
my word of honour.'
'Would Your Royal Highness first of all permit me to ask
you a question? Are negotiations going ahead with the
Rumanians, with regard to signing an armistice?'
'They are/
'And do you intend to accept the terms offered by the
Rumanians?'
My host raised his hands. 'We shall unfortunately have
no choice,1 he said.
I then informed him of the note which had just arrived
from the Allies, adding that it would reach his government
officially the following day.
'Every hour gained is important. If it is possible to pro-
long negotiations, then Your Royal Highness will see the
truth of my statement to-morrow, and the situation will be
saved/
The Archduke looked at me, then spoke slowly.